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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 18-33 are allowed. Claims 1-17 have been canceled due to the 
amendment filed on 5/12/2004. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: applicants 
arguments filed on 5/12/2004 regarding claims 18-33 are persuasive, specifically 
regarding claim 18, a method for predicting success/failure of a final product being 
processed along a manufacturing line, the method comprising: the current process data 
including one of a measurement and a test performed on the subassembly at the at 
least one processing stage; obtaining historical process data from prior subassemblies 
being processed along the same manufacturing line as the subassembly, the historical 
process data being from the prior subassemblies while at the at least one processing 
stage; and predicting, using both the historical process data and the current process 
data, success/failure of the subassembly if the subassembly is assembled to the final 
product, wherein predicting occurs before assembly of the final product; claims 19-24 
depends on allowable claim 18; regarding claim 25. a computer readable medium 
having computer readable program code embodied therein in for causing a computer to 
perform: obtaining historical process data from prior subassemblies processed along 
the same manufacturing line as the subassembly, the historical process data being from 
the prior subassemblies while at the at least one processing stage; predicting, using 
both the historical process data and the current process data, success/failure of the 
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subassembly if the subassembly is assembled to the final product, wherein the 
predicting success/failure occurs before assembly of the final product; verifying actual 
success/failure of the final product; and modifying performance of the predicting 
success/failure based on a result from the verifying actual success/failure of the final 
product; claims 26-29, depends on allowable claim 25; and regarding claim 30, a 
method for predicting success/failure of a final product being processed along a 
manufacturing line, the method comprising: obtaining historical process data from prior 
subassemblies previously processed along the same manufacturing line as the 
subassembly, the historical process data being obtained from the prior subassemblies 
while at the processing stage; and predicting, with the predictor and using both the 
historical process data and the current process data, success/failure of the 
subassembly if the subassembly is assembled to the final product, wherein predicting 
occurs before assembly of the final product; claims 31-33, depends on allowable claim 
30. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramesh B. Patel whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6673. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th; 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 703-308-3179. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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